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CHILD VICTIMS OF ABUSE 
Statement 

HON BARBARA SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [5.46 pm]:  I wish to address the House on an issue that is 
slightly related to the issue raised by my honourable colleague.  I will speak about the Attorney General’s 
derelict attitude to another group of victims in our society; that is, children who are the victims of abuse.  
Yesterday the Attorney General made a statement about the number of sexually transmitted infections that were 
evident in children under 14 years of age.  In Western Australia 282 children have been found to have sexually 
transmitted infections.  That is a disgrace.  What has the Attorney General done?  Mr McGinty released a media 
statement in which he said - 

. . . new Health Department protocols for doctors, nurses and welfare officers provided for mandatory 
reporting . . .  

Yet he has not brought in any legislation.  Two and a half weeks ago the coalition launched a mandatory 
reporting document, because we are concerned about protecting children and the victims of child abuse, 
including sexual abuse.  What did the Attorney General do?  He laughed all the way to the media and said that 
we were not correct in calling for mandatory reporting.  On 5 March this year I asked a question of the Minister 
for Health, through the parliamentary secretary, which reads -  

(1) Will the minister inform the Parliament of the date on which the Government introduced 
mandatory reporting of cases of children under 13 years of age with sexually transmitted 
diseases, which was a recommendation of the Gordon inquiry?  

(2) How many cases have been reported to date?  
(3) Have charges of sexual assault been laid following the reporting of any incidents?  

The answer I received reads - 

(1) The Bill to implement the Gordon inquiry recommendation in relation to STDs has not yet 
been presented to Parliament.  

(2) Not applicable.  
(3) Not applicable. 

I found those answers unacceptable.  I have moved rapidly to persuade the coalition to introduce a policy of 
mandatory reporting of child sexual abuse.  Child sexual abuse is a crime of the vilest sort.  It is a crime done in 
secret, a little like corruption.  Now that children are displaying STIs, as a result of sexual abuse and of a crime, 
the Minister for Health is doing a backflip on what the coalition introduced some two weeks ago.  Child abuse is 
about crime, yet it is treated as a social phenomenon to be talked about and conferenced away.  The coalition has 
made a decision to not talk away child sexual abuse and child abuse.  This issue is not about substandard 
parenting; it is about people inflicting crimes on children.  It is unacceptable in today’s society.  Later in March, 
I asked some further questions following an article in The West Australian about 100 children being abused in 
foster care.  On 2 March I asked the following question - 

The West Australian of 28 January 2004 referred to a proposed audit of all alleged cases of child abuse 
by foster carers, and I ask the minister to inform the Parliament of the details of that proposed audit.  

(1) Has the audit been undertaken, and did it cover a period of 10 years, as was proposed?  
(2) If it has been undertaken, could the minister inform the Parliament of the number of instances 

that have been reported?  

(3) Will the minister conduct an inquiry into the allegations?  

(4) If an inquiry is to be conducted, what is the estimated cost of the inquiry?  

The Minister for Community Development responded that there had been 80 substantiated allegations against 
foster carers in the previous 10 years of child abuse, and that a review team in the Department for Community 
Development was looking at the issue.  I asked further questions about whether any of those abuse allegations 
were of a sexual nature, and, if so, what were the ages and sex of the children; what agency reported the 
allegations; and whether any charges had been laid.  In 2003-04 there were three substantiated allegations, and I 
will focus on those tonight.  The reply to my question reads, in part - 

All three allegations were reported to the police as per departmental practice.  The status of these 
referrals is as follows - 2002-03, no charge laid as police are still attempting to locate the alleged 
perpetrator; 
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That is how important the Minister for Health considers the allegations of child sexual abuse.  That particular 
abuse was against a female aged 16.  The answer continues - 

one charge laid in the first matter in 2000-01, which is still before the court; and no charge laid 
regarding the second allegation as the young person withdrew her statement and police are unable to 
pursue the matter. 

The coalition has launched a paper entitled “Mandatory reporting of child abuse: protecting our children”, 
because we believe that the protection of our children should be paramount, and in government we will make it 
paramount.  That is different from this Government, which makes policy on the run about children, and does a 
backflip in the space of two weeks.  The Minister for Health criticised our suggestion of mandatory reporting of 
child sexual abuse, but has changed his tune now that the sexually transmitted infections have been established 
in children under 14.  The Gordon inquiry recommended that cases of STIs in children under 14 should be 
reported.  I remind this Chamber that the Government is standing by while a crime is being committed in secret 
against vulnerable children and it is refusing to bring in mandatory reporting of child abuse.   

Hon Kim Chance:  As the previous Government did for eight years.  

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  The evidence is becoming far more real.  When we were in government, the new 
Commissioner of Police arrived in Perth and said he could not believe the culture of the Western Australia Police 
Service over domestic violence.  He said that it is a crime against the person.  We are facing a situation of 
evolution of the community into finally accepting that sexual and abusive assaults are crimes.  It has taken a long 
time to get the Western Australia Police Service to consider domestic violence as an assault, rather than what 
they considered as “just a domestic”.  Now health professionals in this town are saying that we should leave it 
alone; it is better to sort out the family, knowing what is happening.  If a father committed a burglary on, say, a 
pharmacy and stole $10 000, would it be appropriate for the police to say that he should be left alone because the 
family needed the money?  No - they would charge him, because it would be a crime, and he would go to prison.  
Surely taking away the father would have an impact on the family in that case.  What is the difference between 
that scenario and a sexual assault on a child done in secret in the privacy of a home that became evident when an 
STI was diagnosed?  In Queensland the Crime and Misconduct Commission made an extensive inquiry into the 
abuse of children in foster care, which has resulted in 110 recommendations being put in place in Queensland.  
That document is “Protecting children: An inquiry into abuse of children in foster care”.  We in the coalition 
have made sure that we know the details of what is happening around Australia.  We have put into a policy 
document our commitment to appoint a commissioner for children and to implement mandatory reporting, 
because we are committed to protecting children.  

House adjourned at 5.56 pm. 

__________ 
 


